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expressed in his letters to Scott, that I thought the reader
would forgive this little episode.

In the course of February, Mr. John Ballantyne had
proceeded to London, for the purpose of introducing
himself to the chief publishers there in his new capacity,
and especially of taking Mr. Murray's instructions re-
specting the Scotch management of the Quarterly Re-
view. As soon as the spring vacation began, Scott fol-
lowed him by sea. He might naturally have wished to
be at hand while his new partner was forming arrange-
ments on which so much must depend; but some circum-
stances in the procedure of the Scotch Law Commission
had made the Lord Advocate request his presence at this
time in town. There he and Mrs. Scott took up their
quarters, as usual, under the roof of their kind old
friends the Dumergues; while their eldest girl enjoyed
the advantage of being domesticated with the Miss Bail-
lies at Hampstead. They stayed more than two months,
and this being his first visit to town since his fame had
been crowned by Marmion, he was of course more than
ever the object of general curiosity and attention. Mr.
Morritt saw much of him, both at his own house in Port-
land Place and elsewhere, and I transcribe a few sen-
tences from his memoranda of the period.

"Scott," his friend says, "more correctly than any other
man I ever knew, appreciated the value of that apparently en-
thusiastic enaouement which the world of London shows to the
fashionable wonder of the year. During this sojourn of 1809,
the homage paid him would have turned the head of any less-
gifted man of eminence. It neither altered his opinions, nor
produced the affectation of despising it; on the contrary, he
received it, cultivated it, and repaid it in its own coin. c All
this is very flattering/ he would say, 'and very civil; and if
people are amused with hearing me tell a parcel of old stories,
or recite a pack of ballads to lovely young girls and gaping
matrons, they are easily pleased, and a man would be very ill-
natured who would not give pleasure so cheaply conferred/w lent to commit the
